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Drug use and trafficking crimes have become
among the most alarming offenses threating the |
stability of the Algerian society. In response, and :mm&% o
the nineteen years after the promulgation of the Law
No. 04-18 on the prevention and the suppression of the
illicit use and trafficking of drugs and psychotropic
substances, the legislator introduced amendments to
this law in the aim of restraining the growth of such
crimes, as current data and statistic reveal its failure in
addressing them.

Accordingly, Laws No. 23-05 and 25-05,
amended and supplemented by Law No. 18-04, were
promulgated close the existing legal loopholes, where
the legislator adopted a criminal policy to balance the
prevention, the treatment and deterrence, by
strengthening preventive and therapeutic measures on
the one hand, and reinforcing the punitive measures on
the other.

Law No. 23-05 expanded the concept of the
drugs and psychotropic substances and introduced the
preventive measures based on a national strategy for the
prevention of drugs and psychotropic substances. The
provisions of the law also reveal the legislator’s intent
to implement the therapeutic measures as an alternative
to the criminal prosecution and the imposition of
penalties. Besides the reinforcement of the penal
provisions and the introduction of the new mechanisms
for investigation and prosecution of offenses related to
these substances.

Law No. 25-13 likewise introduced the provisions
reinforcing the preventive and therapeutic measure on
the one hand, and creating new offenses carrying
aggravated penalties on the other. As well as enhancing
the powers of the judicial authorities during the
investigation and inspection of the drug and
psychotropic substance offenses.

Hence, this conference is convened to examine the
extent to which the Laws No. 23-05 and No. 25-03
have overcome the legal loopholes, shortcomings
inherent in Law No. 04-18 and to assess the adequacy
of the newly introduced measures and procedures under
these laws to curb offenses related to drugs and
psychotropic substances.

. Conference Objectives

. ,The conference aims to achieve the following

objectives:

e Défine the concept of the drugs and the

~=psychotropic substances according to the

amendments introduce to Law No. 04-18.

e Highlight the new preventive and therapeutic
procedures under Laws No. 23-05 and 25-03.

® Analyze different forms of the updated
offenses, emphasizing the aggravating aspects
within the penal framework.

® present the new procedural provisions
governing the investigation and prosecution of
drugs and psychotropic substances offenses.

® Outline the mechanisms of cooperation for
combating drugs and psychotropic substances.

e Evaluate the new introduced mechanisms and
measures, and asses their effectiveness in
addressing the drug and psychotropic substance
offenses.

Conference Topics
The conference will address the following main
themes:
Theme I: The concept of drugs and psychotropic
substances according to the lastest amendments.
Theme II: The introduced preventive and
therapeutic measures.
Theme III: The updates introduced provisions:
offences and penalties.
Theme IV: The updates procedural provisions
governing the investigation and prosecution of
drug and psychotropic substance offenses.
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