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Since its advent in the second half of the twentieth century in reaction against the hegemony of the
quantitative strand in the social and human sciences, qualitative methodology has witnessed the
introduction and development of an ever-growing number of approaches and methods aimed at
providing a deeper and more adequate understanding of the multi-faceted reality of social and human
phenomena (Nunan, 1992; Dornyei, 2006 among others). Grounded theory, ethnography,
phenomenology, ethnomethodology, hermeneutics, sociolinguistics, narratives, discourse analysis are
examples of these qualitative approaches and methods that have gained prominence in current applied
linguistic research. As an alternative to what they regard as rigid and flawed quantitative measures, the
proponents of these innovative approaches have proposed a plethora of data collection tools like
interviews, field notes, thick descriptions, and discourse analysis to obtain data which are assumingly
more responsive to the requirements of qualitative research. Despite its seeming simplicity, however, the
analysis of data collected through these tools presents the novice researcher with a host of challenges and
pitfalls that can only be overcome through judicious guidance and adequate training. Thus, effective
teaching strategies and procedures —designed following a principled framework—are certainly needed to
foster novice researchers’ competence in analyzing the data elicited by dint of the wide array of
qualitative collection procedures—which have constantly been growing both in number and
sophistication.

In the light of the above, the present conference attempts to provide a platform of discussion about
Algerian doctorate students’ and researchers’ experiences and expertise in tackling qualitative data
analysis in the field of applied linguistics. Equally important, the conference aims at providing research-
based suggestions for the design of more adequate materials and media for training Algerian master and
doctorate students to analyze applied linguistics research data qualitatively.
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) The conference topics include, but are not limited to
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